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Who we are... 

According to the bible, the tabernacle (residence or dwelling place), also 

known as the tent of the congregation, was the portable earthly dwelling 

place of Yahweh (the God of Israel).  

Moses was instructed at Mount Sinai to construct and transport the 

tabernacle on their journey through the wilderness. After 440 years, 

Solomon’s Temple superseded it as the dwelling place of God. 

• Considering the temple today, now “us” II Cor. 5:4 “For we that are in 

this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be 

unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of 

life” 

• Just remember: “Ye are the temple of God” “for the temple of God is 

holy, which temple are ye” “your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost 

which is in you” 

Elder Troy Sosa 

Clovis Tabernacle 

  
  

  

TEMPLE OF 
GOD Part 1 

 
 

THE PATTERN OF OUR 
SPIRITUAL TRANSFORMATION 
II Corinthians 6:16 “…for ye are the temple of the living God; 
as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them” 
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“To the Faithful Saints of Revival Life Church” 

 

Stumbling Block Part 2 Temple of God 

In Hebrew, satan could mean stumbling block, and the accuser. In Greek, 

a stumbling block is a “skandolon”, a trap, with “stumbling block” being 

a metaphorical meaning. When Jesus said, “Get thee behind me satan 

(Matt. 16:23)”, He literally was saying remove the trap/stumbling block 

from in front of me!  

God gives us the ability and authority for the stumbling blocks to be removed.  

We are His House (Eph. 2:19-20)! 

  
THE PATTERN OF OUR SPIRITUAL TRANSFORMATION 

Spirits never die! We are called to the pattern which was set before us. Gods’ 

temple is sacred, holy, which temple ye are. (I Cor. 3:17) 

Satan in all his actions as his ultimate goal, would be to defile the temple. To 

allow a sacrifice in the temple unto himself or other gods. Knowing the 

importance of breaking of a covenant with God. We are called to be a living 

sacrifice, holy acceptable unto God, which is our reasonable service. (Rom. 12:1-

2) His order of presentation is doctrine first, and then duty. Our true worship 

entails offering our bodies as a living sacrifice, which means dedication of the 

total person to living for Gods’ honor.  

Christians are to be different from a non-Christian society. Our progressive 

transformation of life by the renewing of our mind (Rom. 12:1-2). The mind 

changed by prayer, by reading and living on God’s word, by worship, and by 

meditation of implementing God’s ways as His Spirit works in us (II Cor. 4:16). 

Does is matter where we go and what we do? If what we touch, see, or think, can 

set up camp and defile our temple, then I say yes! The stumbling block cannot be 

set up in our temple. A child of God must understand the temple cannot be 

defiled. 

Paul established to the church in Corinth, that the church was God’s temple, 

declaring the Holy Ghost lived in those believers. The same can be said of all 

local congregations: “the church” is the people (I Pet. 2:9), not a building, and 

those who are in Christ (born again Jn 3:5, Acts 2:38) have God’s Spirit and 

Name in them and upon them, for there is none other named to be saved (Acts 

4:12). 

In that way, Paul declares that God is “enormously” protective of them. More 

specifically, God is protective of His own holiness. Since they are God’s temple, 

and since God’s temple is holy, they together are holy before all. Paul elevates 

the value of the local church of believers in Jesus to the highest level. A group of 

born-again, saved Christ-like believers, is something far above a simple 

gathering of like-minded people. That collective body of believers, not the 

buildings they meet in, is God’s holy temple on earth. 

Paul could not call the Corinthian Christians “spiritual” people. Though they 

were in Christ, as they continued to live to the flesh (I Cor. 3:1).  

Holiness unto the Lord is vital in our hour (Heb. 12:14) Our choices, our 

decisions, our ways, must all be weighed in the balance of true biblical 

principles. 
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The War Against the Temple 

Persecution will increase, lawlessness will multiply; love will waver. False 

Christ, false prophets will arise to deceive. In Matt. 24:15 Jesus’ speaks when 

you see the abomination of desolation “Standing” (spoken of by Daniel the 

prophet), these objects are not just an event, but a true stumbling block. 

There are constant threats against the dwelling place of God’s presence, as 

we see with the threat of their being (and there was!) the abomination of 

desolation. How much more are we vulnerable to attacks? 

God protects and preserves the faith of the elect, unto the end. Matthew 

24:31 

Throughout the bible “abomination” refers to major covenant violations. 

(Deut. 7:25, 13:6-16; 17:2-5; 18:9-12 27:15; 32:16) Especially actions, such 

as idolatry and child sacrifice. Daniel refers to a prince who will destroy the 

city along with its temple and sacrifices, “and on the wings of abominations 

shall come one who makes desolate.” Abominations in connection to the 

temple, Dan. 11:31 “and arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute 

the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away the daily sacrifice, and they 

shall place the abomination that maketh desolate.” 

Antiochus IV, we see in history (167 BC) would desecrate the temple in 

Jerusalem.  This spirit would prefigure the future antichrist’s actions (Dan. 

9:27, 12;11) by abolishing the regular sacrifice and committing the 

abomination of desolation. Where? In the Temple. Questions from the 

disciples came as a constant vulnerability to desecration was prompted by 

Jesus. 

• When will the temple fall? 

• What is the sign of Jesus’ return? 

• What is the sign of the close of this age? 

Jesus is preparing his disciples not just for an event, but the stumbling block 

and object which can become to stand in the temple.  

  The Pattern for our Spiritual Transformation Holiness unto the Lord 

Temple of God in Heaven 

 
 

Rev. 11:10 KJV “And the temple of God was 

opened in heaven, and there was seen in his 

temple the ark of his testament” God 

directed Moses twice to make sure that he 

built the Tabernacle after the pattern God 

had shown him on the Mountain. 

Temple of God on Earth 

 
 

Acts 17:24 “God that made the world and 

all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of 

heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples 

made with hands;” Your body, his temple. 

Our faithfulness needs to be identified 

within and without. 

The War Against the Temple 

 
 

The devil and an evil generation have made 

the attack on the temple, the temple made in 

His image. If the devil can accomplish a 

separation between God and man, if he can 

do so, the temple can be defiled. I Cor. 3:16-

17. Let no man deceive himself.  
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Temple of God in Heaven 

Exodus 25:9 “According to all that I shew thee, after the pattern of the 

tabernacle, and the pattern of all the instruments thereof, even so shall 

ye make it” Exodus 25:40 “And look that thou make them after their 

pattern” 

“Pattern translated is model…. meaning 

resemblance, figure, form, likeness, 

similitude” 

The design and position of all things in the tabernacle were 

“instructions” given by God. The tabernacle on earth cannot be equally 

the same like the one in Heaven, but it reflected all the important 

aspects of who and what God is. While the earthly tabernacle was 

temporary, the heavenly is eternal. God himself is eternal (Deut. 33:27; I 

Tim 1:17).  

The building of the tabernacle revealed the ultimate desire of God to live 
amongst His people. Ex. 25:8 “And let them make me a sanctuary; that I 
may dwell among them” 
 
• Both his Glory and His Name Dwelt in the Tabernacle (Deut. 12:5) 

• Later, after the Tabernacle was built, He became flesh and dwelt 

amongst us John 1:14. 

The presence of the Lord became visible (Ex 40:38). This was the place 

the fire rested, which became the peculiar place; His people became 

known as a peculiar people (Deut. 14:2). 

In Heb. 8:1-11 Now we see the transition from Old Covenant to New 

Covenant. The prophetic picture is drawn. Visible Glory (Tabernacle), to 

Visible Glory (Jesus), to Visible Glory (Church). The scripture taught 

there was to come that new dwelling place for my Glory. 

Jn 14:23; Acts 7:48, 17:24; Heb 9:11,24; 2 Cor 6:16; Eph 2:21 

  
Temple of God on Earth 

I Corinthians 3:16-17 “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and 

that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” “If any man defile the temple of 

God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple 

ye are.” 

I Cor. 6:19, II Cor. 6:16; Eph 2:19-22; I Pet. 2:5 

Hebrews 3:1-19 Speaks to the heart of the church. The common thread 

is the “testimony of faithfulness”. As we consider Jesus as our Savior, 

turning over to him our hearts and minds. God identified Moses as the 

one who was uniquely faithful in all God’s household (Nm 12:7), and yet 

his faithfulness was inferior to that of Jesus. Heb. 3:6 Lets the readers 

know that Christ was faithful over his household, that very household 

which Moses was a part. The appointed role of Moses was to point 

toward the coming Son of God, Jesus, who was God manifested in the 

flesh (I Tim. 3:16), therefore revealing, that Jesus was even more worthy 

of glory than Moses. We see in the flesh his name and his glory, and to 

His death, as the vail was rent in twain, the words of Jesus echoing in our 

hearts Jn. 3:7 “It is expedient for you that I go away, the Comforter will 

not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.” The Spirit 

of God to dwell in us, to become His temple. 

We are identified as the Temple of God on earth under the testimony of 

Jesus Christ, and we are called to be faithful with all our household.          

I Cor. 6:15 “Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? 

Shall I then take the members of Christ, and make them the members of 

an harlot? God forbid.” I Cor. 3:9 “For we are labourers together with 

God: ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building.” II Cor. 7:1 “Since we 

have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every 

defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear 

of God.” 

We are living stones, in part of Christ and a Temple, being built up as a 

spiritual house (I Pet. 2:5). As we make up the building, we are true 

“living” and “spiritual” temples of the Lord. In Christ built for his 

habitation. 
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